TAM Essay Writing Competition

Topic: 
How joining a Toastmasters Club has made 
a significant difference in my life.

An article in The Straits Times of 14 March 1988 (Appendix 1) about the winners of a Toastmasters speech contest caught my attention.
I had wanted to learn the techniques of public speaking, to control nervousness and to break my shell of shyness.  In April 1988, I was inducted into the Lion City Toastmasters Club.  I never regretted.   At the Club’s fortnightly meetings, members had to speak for two minutes, impromptu, and deliver speeches from project manuals.
In 1990, I received my first award of Competent Toastmaster for completing 10 speeches which benefited me in organising my speech, using appropriate body language and modulating my voice.  Another 35 speeches, from 7 advanced manuals earned me the Advanced Toastmaster, Bronze, Silver, and Gold, titles (Appendix 2).
Toastmasters helped hone my listening, thinking and speaking skills each time I became a general, language or speech evaluator or as a judge (Appendix 3).  My leadership potential was stretched, between 1989 and 1997, when I served as Club President, Vice President, Administration & Public Relations, and as District 51 Public Relations Officer.
Toastmasters groomed me to win, in 1997, the Area D1 Evaluation Speech Contest, in 1998 the Humorous Speech Contest at three levels and represented the Division at the District 51 Convention in Penang.  
Toastmasters has, indeed, through this platform of self development, the 45 project speeches, the 24 opening addresses as president and countless mini evaluations, raised my self-worth and self-esteem.  Toastmasters is terrific and transforming!
(246 words)






PAGE  
2

